
 

We continue to live in interesting times. 
The pictures below bears testament to the fact that we are delivering online teaching. How much 
longer will it go on for? “Schools in Victoria will likely remain closed for the remainder of term two.” 
according to Daniel Andrews. Scott Morrison’s top priorities is, “to get kids back to school, to get peo-
ple back to work.” Whilst greater minds than mine ponder the wisdom of when things will return to 
normal, I will devote a bit of time teasing out how parents can get the best out of online learning. 

In my humble opinion, student learning is not about marking work, setting up 
courses or even instructing students. At the heart of student learning is the stu-
dent, and learning occurs when finally a child permanently grasps a new idea for 
the first time. It is something they do, it is not something that is done to them. 
Teachers play an important part in that learning. They sing songs, repeat tasks, 
encourage risk taking, and so on. Importantly they know their kids very well. 
If parents want to help with marking, reinforcing ideas or making sure that 
things get done on time, we would be delighted for your assistance. But I don’t 
believe that parents should feel burdened, obligated or feel guilty about their 
level of involvement. Whilst teachers do their job, we hope you will stand back 
and enjoy the ride. Of course if you are worried that your child is struggling, as 
always, do contact us. We can help once we know what your concern is. 
Are we spending less time learning than we used to with teaching? Our school 
spends an hour each day teaching Maths. So at school, in an hour long class of 
19 students, Paul or Kara would theoretically be able to help each child for 
about three minutes (3 x 19= 57 minutes). Online the class sizes are much 
smaller. So I believe that for the core subjects of English and Maths, no major 
damage is occurring at this stage. 

Kara Wishart 
Kara’s workload for each group follows the format of correcting work from the 

previous day, next English work and finally Maths 
work. In a typical English lesson students have been 
undertaking a variety of activities depending on the 
ability group that they are in. Examples of these ac-
tivities include: Reading Eggs, a Big Write, Dear Dia-
ry, writing tricky words in a new sentence, and dic-
tionary work. I was involved in one group where stu-
dents were asked to, “Go to every room in the house 
and find two machines, then draw and write the 
words.” 
If the format seems familiar to parents, that’s be-
cause it is. The order in which things happen online 
mimics the same order that happens in a normal 
school day.  Similarly Maths time follows what nor-
mally happens at school. Students have their Maths 

books to assist them progress through the syllabus.  

Paul Maddern 
As the weeks progress, our teachers are able to gauge where each of their chil-
dren are up to. Like Kara, Paul follows the same timetable of English work then 
Maths. This week Paul will be using Epic in reading and highlighting the role of 
rhetorical questions and persuasive techniques. With writing, students will be cre-
ating persuasive texts on a number of topics including "Students should be allowed 
to bring phones to school." I look forward to seeing where our students stand on 
the issue. In Maths, students will complete their subtraction post-assessments in 
the online program, Essential Assessment. This will give Paul an insight into what 
each student has learnt from the Subtraction unit last week, and identify any mis-
conceptions that need covering again.  

Karen Cherry 
Karen is assisting children to further strengthen their reading 
skills. Phonic based programs, such as the one that Karen 
uses, gives students direct clues about how to build up the 
way that each word sounds when it is pronounced out loud. 
In this picture Karen is teaching the pattern /oa/ as in moan. 
As readers can see, before launching in to the tricky bits, 
Karen is asking students to show her what moaning looks 
like! 

Merryl Hill 
This week her students have been working on the new 
Sounds-Write Program where the children, based on their 
individual stage of reading and writing develop-
ment, construct words using sound cards.  
We are fortunate enough to have acquired a program which 

allows cards to be manipulated on a shared screen resulting in the children being able to see the 
words being constructed as the sounds are being presented. We have also completed group reading 
and some handwriting activities.. 
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Beeac Primary School is a child safe school 

April 28: Council meeting, 
7.00pm start on SKYPE. 
May 12-14: NAPLAN Years 3 
to 5. CANCELLED 
May 15. Transition packs: 
Yrs 6 to 7, due back by today 
May 15. Colac Division Cross 
Country. CANCELLED 
May 17-23. enrolment week 
CANCELLATION PENDING   
June 6: CANCELLATION 
PENDING Lightning prems 
June 25: Colac Area Health 
dental screening CANCELLATION 
PENDING   
September 8: Preps Grades  
P-2  COPACC visit to Edward the 
Emu. 
September 9– 11: bike ed with 
a visit to Colac on the 11/9 
October 15: bike ed  
challenge 
October 26. Winchelsea 
NHW schools day 
October 12: sw imming term 
4 1.15 to 2.15pm. 12/10, 19/10, 
26/10, 2/11, 9/11 
October 13: MSP photog-
raphy, whole school photos (new 
date) 
November 12: Red Rock gal-
lery poetry competition. 
June 23 to 25 2021: Rose Gap 
Grades 5 & 6 + three other 
schools 
March 30 to 1 April 1 2022: 
Sovereign Hill Grades 5 & 6 + 
three other schools. 
 

 
Student of the week 
Lily Milne for an outstanding 
work ethic and setting a fantas-
tic example in her group for 
online learning 17/4 
Kayla Phillips: for an all 
round great effort during class 
with our new remote learning 
set up. 24/4 
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At school. 
At school we are following the identical programs that are 
being taught off site by our teachers. Seen here is one of 
our students using an iPad to participate in an on line les-
son with three other students. The other students are each 
at their own homes. Indeed Kara Wishart, their teacher, is 
also at home leading students through their learning, and 
following a day’s timetable that starts at 9.00am and finish-
es for her by 4.00pm once follow ups have been complet-
ed. 
As always, our teacher’s work time continues as they pre-
pare for their next day’s lessons. 

Ecolinc work continues. 
Summah Thompson and Maddi Plier have been spreading 
bark chips over the area that our students planted last 
year. After a recent parent working bee to weed the area, 
we are now finishing off the task by spreading the chips. 
They will protect the plants and prevent weeds from re-
turning to the area. 

Year 6 transition. 
Six enrolment forms have been posted to our Grade 6 students. I 
realise it is an additional task for parents to complete, but I would 
be grateful if everyone could return them as soon as possible. I 
am required to inform Trinity and Colac Secondary College of 
what is happening in 2021 

ANZAC in Beeac 
A sad time made even more sad by the impact of the corona virus 
on this year’s observations. This shot shows that Beeac PS has 
placed a commemorative wreath at the foot of the cenotaph. It 
also shows how lonely this year’s commemoration feels. 

Free dongles 
Some families have indicated that they require a dongle. The Department has placed orders 
for 21,000 internet dongles.  The first 11,000 of these will be available for distribution in the 
week commencing 27 April.  However, due to international supply issues, availability of the 
second 10,000 will not commence before week 5 of term.  I will contact everyone, as soon as 
they arrive. 

Free packages: State Schools Relief Funding. 
Does your family fit this criteria? 

 reside in an NBN serviced area (please check this point with the suppliers named below) 

 do not have an existing NBN service 

 have school aged children living at the residence 

 in receipt of a Job Seeker Allowance or Family Tax Benefit. 
The offerings to students that address these criteria are as follows: 
Internet USB, with 50GB of data per month (for 3 months). Applications for USBs will only be 
accepted for students who have no access to home internet. Limit of one USB per 
household - each USB provides connectivity for up to 5 devices 
Study packages comprising of a desk and chair (suitable for primary students) 
Please contact me early in the week if you believe you fit this criteria 

Free packages: commercial providers. 
Families may want to consider signing up for “free internet”. As with all “free” offers I hope 
you carefully check the small print to make sure you understand the expectations beyond the 
free period. 
Again, as above, families need to address certain criteria. 
Two providers, so far, are making this offer. They are : 
Superloop - https://www.superloop.com/education/.  This service can only be accessed by the 
family. 
Aussie Broadband - https://www.aussiebroadband.com.au/.  This service requires a school to 
register  
Our school will compensate families for costs that are required to be made as part of the deal. 
Receipts will be required. Again please contact me at school if any of this interests you. 

Library this week Art next week. 
Ms Mac will be on Skype this Wednesday and Thursday. If you are in Grades 3 to 6 please get 
online from 3.00pm to 3.30pm Wednesday the 29th April. If you are in P to 2 please get on to 
Skype 3.00pm to 3.30pm this Thursday. 
More details about Art and Miss Jess, will be shared with you later.. 

 

 
Beeac  

Mechanical,  

55 Main St, Beeac 

Servicing, break downs 

and repairs to late model 

cars, lawnmowers and 

some machinery. Towing 

cars available.  Now  

carrying out servicing on 

vehicle air conditioning. 

 
 

For all enquiries and 

bookings call Damien on 

0417 412 152 

Term Dates Start Finish 

2020 Term 1 29/1 27/3 

2020 Term 2 14/4 26/6 

2020 Term 3 13/7 18/9 

2020 Term 4 5/10 18/12 

2021 Term 1 28/1 1/4 

2021 Term 2 19/4 25/6 

2021 Term 3 12/7 17/9 

2021 Term 4 4/10 17/12 

2022 Term 1 31/1 8/4 





 


