
 

Opening for business. 
I participate in a weekly, online small schools Principal meeting. I come away from each meeting 
feeling a great sense of relief about how our parent community’s sense of decency and common 
sense is getting us through these difficult times. Without being specific about the trials and tribula-
tions that some school communities are experiencing, I can say that everyone, without exception, 
has got down to the task of making home schooling as best as it can be. My grateful thanks to every-

one for your support. 
Our P-2 students return to school on Tuesday. Our 3-6 students will return 
on Tuesday the 9th of June (after the Queens Birthday holiday on the 8th.) 
As each class returns, the online component of our teaching will cease. 
Miss Jess held her last Art lesson last Thursday. She will be joining us, live 
at our school this Wednesday. Ms Macc will only be able to leave work on 
Skype from now onwards, as she returns to visiting schools in her library 
van. 

Well done Ms Macc 
Each year the Children’s Book Council of Australia (CBCA) brings children 
and books together, culminating in Book Week, a week that celebrates 
outstanding Australian authors and illustrators. The week begins with the 
CBCA announcing the winners of the Book of the Year Awards in six cate-
gories. For the first time, schools were invited to apply to be part of a 
shadow Judging trial. Ms Mac applied and was successful. She is very excit-
ed!! This year there will be the opportunity for interested students to con-

tribute their ideas and responses and judge the finalists in 
the Early Childhood category. We will join Brighton Gram-
mar, Girton Grammar Bendigo, Eqdemic School and Delta 
Road Pre-School in this wonderful initiative.  

Back on Tuesday: Kara Wishart. 
We just want to take the time to thank everyone who was 
involved in making online learning a big success in the 
little room. The kids adapted so well and it became the 
highlight of my days getting to spend time with each and 
every one of my students on a near daily basis. I am so 
excited to get back into the classroom and finish our term 
safely and happily together! 

Nine more working days: Paul 
Maddern. 
It’s been a wild ride so far learning from home, with students having 
gained independence and confidence at learning with technology. 
Only two more weeks (nine days actually, not that I’m counting) of 
learning in our “virtual” classroom. The light at the end of the tunnel 
is getting larger and I’m starting to get excited about seeing all the 
students back at school. In the mean time, it is great to witness how 
well our “big kids” have continued to adapt to this way of learning. 
See you all soon!!!!! 

As safe as we can make it. 
We are thinking through ways to make our school as safe as it can 
be, now that our children are returning to school. As the world’s 
knowledge about the virus increases, our knowledge changes about 
how to cope with it. The following statement has been issued by the 
Department, and is the latest statement about how we address safe-

ty issues. 
The Australian Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPPC) has advised that a ‘venue density rule’ 
of no more than one person per four square metres is not appropriate or practical in classrooms or 
corridors, nor maintaining 1.5 metres between students during classroom activities. Therefore, the 
previously established ratio of 10 students per class is no longer required in schools.  

 Visitors to school grounds should be limited to those delivering or supporting essential school 
services and operations. This includes student health and wellbeing services, however consid-
eration needs to be given to whether it is essential that  there are other options available. 

 Additional staff, including parent volunteers, should be discouraged from attending school at 
this time. Activities dependent on and involving parents (e.g. specialist programs, 1:1 reading) 
should be cancelled. 

 Close proximity between staff should be avoided where possible and especially in offices and 
staff rooms.  

This means that areas of schools previously used by other agencies for counselling, interviews, thera-
py etc may not be available as they are being used to support social distancing between staff. In 
addition, schools may not have capacity to accommodate others on sites due to social distancing re-
quirements  
Activities that involve on-site attendance by students from different educational institutions (e.g. in-
terschool sport or interschool debating) should not take place or be replaced, where possible, with 
virtual alternatives..  
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June 8: Queens Birthday. 
Public Holiday. The school, in-
cluding Skype contact, will be 
shut.  
June 22: reports go home. 
June 24 and 25: parent inter-
views by Skype.   
June 25: Colac Area Health 
dental screening CANCELLED. No 
new date yet. 
June 26: last day of school. 
Finish time 2.30pm 
September 8: Preps Grades  
P-2  COPACC visit to Edward the 
Emu. 
September 9– 11: bike ed with 
a visit to Colac on the 11/9 
October 15: bike ed  
challenge 
October 26. Winchelsea 
NHW schools day 
October 12: sw imming term 
4 1.15 to 2.15pm. 12/10, 19/10, 
26/10, 2/11, 9/11 
October 13: MSP photog-
raphy, whole school photos (new 
date) 
November 12: Red Rock gal-
lery poetry competition. 
June 23 to 25 2021: Rose Gap 
Grades 5 & 6 + three other 
schools 
March 30 to 1 April 1 2022: 
Sovereign Hill Grades 5 & 6 + 
three other schools. 
 

 
Student of the week 
Josh Kennedy: for his out-
standing efforts with his re-
search report on the African 
Wild Dog 8/5 
Brodie Kerr: remaining en-
thusiastic in lessons, completing 
all set work and seeking assis-
tance when needed. 22/5 
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Staff 
For the rest of term no teachers or coaches will be attending 
the school to teach instrumental music, classroom music or 
Sport/PE. Library and Art will be taught. The two teachers 
will use the school equipment of the schools that they visit. 
Each school will have a box of books specific to the school 
that each teacher is attending each day. Returned books will 
be not be available for use again until at least a week after 
their return. The MARC van will only be used to transport 
books.  

Sports equipment. 
Rather than attempting to wipe down each piece of sport and play 
equipment after it has been used each day, we have created bins of 
equipment that will be issued for each day of the week, and not used 
again until at least a week later. 

School bus. 
A more full explanation of how our bus will be disinfected is published 
elsewhere in this newsletter. In addition, Trevor, our bus driver will 

carry hand sanitiser, and is reminding our students not to 
get on the bus if they are feeling ill (especially if they have 
these symptoms: fever, dry cough, tiredness). 

First day back: 8.45 to 9.00am 
Adults, not children, pose the greatest threat to virus trans-
mission. We will meet and greet families at the front gates 
at the start of the day. We ask that adults do not enter the 
school grounds. Crosses have been painted on to the asphalt 
to remind adults to observe the safe distancing rule of one 
and a half meters. If you are using your car to bring your 
children to school, it will be safest for all concerned if you 
remain in your car. 
Please ensure that iPads/ computers accompany returning 
students. We will sign off the returned computers later in 
the day. The bus will drop off and pick up students each day 
at the hall. Once inside the school, students will be expected 
to sanitise their hands either with soap and water or hand 
sanitiser. Drinking fountains can not be used. Taps are avail-
able for students to refill their water containers. 

Half year reports: Skype it. 
This year’s end of semester reports will go home on the 22nd of 
June. We intend holding parent interviews by Skype on the 24th 
and 25th of June. More details of how we intend doing this will be 
published shortly. 
The last day of term will be the 26th of June with a finish time of 
2.30pm.  

Out with the old, in with the new 
Readers can see the skip being filled with the last of the old equip-
ment destined for the rubbish tip. You can also see one of two 
rooms that have been repurposed with new shelves and a new 
bbq waiting to be used for the first time, once we return to more 
normal times. 

Dealing with the pandemic 
I strongly believe we’re on the road to recovery. After 
having dealt with remote learning, we’re now sorting out 
hand sanitising, yard duty timetables and the like. So 

what is next, once we have all returned to school? What will the new normal look like? Cer-
tainly there will be fewer excursions! Interestingly, many Principals are reporting how this 
mode of operation enabled a reconnection to be established with some previously disengaged 
students, how some high-ability students made greater than normal gains in their learning 
and how new and stronger connections have been made with many families and carers. I am 
very interested in trying to determine how we can continue to explore and build on these de-
velopments..  

 

 
Beeac  

Mechanical,  

55 Main St, Beeac 

Servicing, break downs 

and repairs to late model 

cars, lawnmowers and 

some machinery. Towing 

cars available.  Now  

carrying out servicing on 

vehicle air conditioning. 

 
 

For all enquiries and 

bookings call Damien on 

0417 412 152 

Term Dates Start Finish 

2020 Term 1 29/1 27/3 

2020 Term 2 14/4 26/6 

2020 Term 3 13/7 18/9 

2020 Term 4 5/10 18/12 

2021 Term 1 28/1 1/4 

2021 Term 2 19/4 25/6 

2021 Term 3 12/7 17/9 

2021 Term 4 4/10 17/12 

2022 Term 1 31/1 8/4 



Given this schools need to consider potential increased risk of also allowing visitors on to site who are visiting different education-
al institutions and ensure appropriate hygiene management.. 



 



 



 


